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Presentation Notes
Sarah Mills, a postdoctoral fellow in the Center for Local, State, and Urban Policy at U-M's Ford School of Public Policy, will present survey research on topics related to environmental policies that impact the Great Lakes.  In particular, she will compare the opinions of local government officials in Michigan and the general public on issues ranging from the perceived local economic benefits of the Lakes, to support or opposition for policies to improve water quality, to which level(s) of government should be responsible for regulation.  She will also look in more detail into which constituents said that they would support or oppose increasing the cost of water for households and businesses to encourage consumers to use less water.  [Might also touch on wind and fracking work]



Presentation Outline
• What topics have we covered?

• Using NSEE data:  
o No statistics required
o Guided analysis
o Advanced analysis with the dataset
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Finding NSEE Topics
Using CLOSUP’s website
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Topic-finding aids
• Browse by Topic

• Search question text
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VehicleThen GWSearch “republican”

http://closup.umich.edu/national-surveys-on-energy-and-environment/nsee-data-tables/browse/
http://closup.umich.edu/national-surveys-on-energy-and-environment/nsee-data-tables/search/


No statistics required
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No statistics required
• Pre-run data tables

o Overall frequencies
o Margin-of-error at top of page

• NSEE reports
o Graphics
o Some break-downs by demographics
o Commentary
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http://closup.umich.edu/national-surveys-on-energy-and-environment/nsee-data-tables/search/nsee-search.php?searchterm=willing2pay_list&use_type=tag
http://closup.umich.edu/national-surveys-on-energy-and-environment/


Example
Environmental policy memo
• Standard background, options, recommendation

+
• “Present and discuss opinion data related to either 

your specific environmental problem or the policy 
solution that you recommend”
o Familiarity with issue
o Federalism
o Alternate policy approaches
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Guided analysis
Lynette
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Advanced analysis
Using the datasets
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Advanced analysis
• Single-survey datasets

o Open access
o Multiple formats:  SPSS, STATA, CSV
o Minimal masking 

• Longitudinal dataset
o ICPSR members
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http://closup.umich.edu/national-surveys-on-energy-and-environment/nsee-data-access.php
http://closup.umich.edu/national-surveys-on-energy-and-environment/nsee-data-access.php


Example
Environmental policy research

• Research paper

o Constituencies of support or opposition (e.g. CPP building blocks)

o Pre- and post-policy opinion 

o Relationship between state climate policies and belief in climate 
change
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Sarah Mills
sbmills@umich.edu

(734) 615-5315
www.closup.umich.edu

Questions most welcome 
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Presentation Outline:
• Why use data?
• Brief intro to ICPSR
• Studies with environmental content 
• Specific teaching resources

– Data‐driven learning guide
– NSEE exercise

• Features of ICPSR site useful in teaching
– Online analysis package
– Bibliography
– Search/Compare variables tool 

• Finding and evaluating data



Why Use Data? 
• Content becomes relevant, memorable
• Quantitative reasoning skills always need work

– Get students thinking about numbers they see 
in media: Who was interviewed?  What was 
asked?  Who asked?  Why? 

• Show students how scientists work



What is ICPSR? 
• One of world’s oldest and largest social 
science data archives
– Curate, preserve, and disseminate data

• Membership organization (~770 members)
• Primarily survey and administrative data, but 
acquiring more content and data types, 
including GIS data



Currently…



…but soon…
• Curated version in ICPSR’s Member Archive
• Downloadable in SPSS, SAS, Stata, and R (plus 
ASCII and setups)

• Searching by name or NSEE will find it in 
OpenICPSR and “real” ICPSR (study #36368)



Example Studies with Environmental Content

• Attitudes:
– News polls (ABC, CBS, NY Times, Washington Post)
– “Barometer” surveys

• Behaviors:
– Planned Behavior, Environmental Values, and Domestic Water 

Conservation in the Truckee River Watershed, 1998, 2000

• Policy:
– Improving Deliberative Environmental Management Under 

Uncertainty

• Environmental characteristics: 
– Chitwan Valley Family Study (flora, fauna, land use in Nepal)
– Coming soon: archive for data for city of Flint, MI



Resources for Teaching



Data‐driven Learning Guide
• News poll data used to explore attitudes about global 
warming

• Ideal for lower‐division courses
• Pre‐specified analyses – all students looking at the same things
• Standard format models good research practice, includes 
interpretation guide



• Instructor limits variables and students can build their own 
tables

• ONLY available when going through Teaching & Learning with 
ICPSR page

Crosstab Assignment Builder (CAB)



CAB Demo
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/instructors/tables/view/2721

Instructor’s View Student View



NSEE Module

• Uses data from 2008 and 2015 fall surveys
• Explores attitude formation and certainty
• Also introduces research concepts such as 
hypotheses, independent and dependent 
variables, and operationalization



Tools doing double duty for teaching

• Features of ICPSR Website that can be 
easily incorporated into the classroom
– Online analysis capability (SDA) 
– Bibliography of data‐related literature
– Search/compare variables tool



Online Analysis Package
• Explore data
• Use for in‐class 

demonstrations 
• Simple Crosstab Tool
• Student research 

without need for 
licensed software or 
teaching syntax

• NSEE will be released 
with SDA



Bibliography of Data‐related Literature
• Ideas about what can be studied, which data to use
• Entry point into data for student projects
• Full‐text when available



Search/Compare Variables Tool
• Any Class: 

– Compare class answers to those in survey
– Show social trends by looking at surveys 
collected at different points in time

• Research Methods: 
– Teach operationalization
– Create class survey
– Demonstrate effects of differences in samples, 
time frame, question wording on results



Research Methods • Compare the effects of samples and 
wording on responses

• Operationalize variables



How Can Data be Incorporated? 

• Tie course content to survey results
• Begin class with “Data in the News” 
• Extra credit on exams
• Require evidence‐based arguments
• Content examples in methods/stats



Finding ICPSR Data for Classroom Use
• Start with bibliography (also Web of Science links)
• Start with list of SDA studies
• Search studies or variables (ICPSR search ≠ “smart” search)



Evaluating Data for Class Use

• Study Homepage
– Brief description
– Subject tags
– Access notes
– Methodological information

• Accompanying documentation
– Codebook, User Guide
– Questionnaire when available
– SDA 



Opportunities for Students
• Summer Program in 

Quantitative Methods of 
Social Research

• Summer Undergraduate 
Internship Program

• Paper competitions (BA, 
MA)



A Few Other Sources of Data



Questions?  Comments?

Lynette Hoelter
lhoelter@umich.edu
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