Center for Local, State, and Urban Policy MICHIGAN PUBLIC POLICY SURVEY (MPPS)

M. | Ford School LOCAL GOVERNMENT
FISCAL TRACKING SURVEY
For more information, please contact: closup-mpps@umich.edu / (734) 647-4091 SPRING 2026
To start, please select:
Q1. What type of jurisdiction do you represent? What is the jurisdiction’s name?
[ County
[ Township (If not a county) In what county is it located?
[ city
[ village What position do you hold?

Q2. During the next twelve months, do you expect good times or bad times for local economic conditions in your community?
[ Good times [ Bad times [ Neither [0 Don’t know

Q3. Thinking about the financial needs of your jurisdiction, would you say that your unit of government is less able or better able to meet its
financial needs in...

Significantly Somewhat Neither less Somewhat Significantly Don't

less able less able nor better able better able better able know
.. this fiscal year compared to the last fiscal year? O O O O O O
... the next fiscal year compared to this fiscal year? O O O O O O

Q4. Comparing your jurisdiction’s current fiscal year to its previous fiscal year, please consider the ways the following items have changed.
Indicate whether — in your opinion — there has been a decrease, an increase, or no change from the previous fiscal year.

Greatly Somewhat No Somewhat Greatly Not Don't
decreased decreased change increased increased applicable know

Revenue from property taxes

Revenue from fees for services, licenses, transfers, etc.
Ability of your jurisdiction to repay its debt

Amount of federal aid to your jurisdiction

Amount of state aid to your jurisdiction

Public safety needs

Infrastructure needs

Human service needs

Economic development needs

Cost of your jurisdiction’s employee pensions

Cost of your jurisdiction’s current employee health benefits

OooOooOooooood
odooooooodood
odooooooodood
odooooooodood
odooooooodood
odooooooodood
odooooooodood

Cost of your jurisdiction’s retired employee health benefits

Q5. Now, comparing your jurisdiction’s current fiscal year to the next fiscal year, please indicate which actions your jurisdiction has taken or is
likely to take.

Greatly Somewhat No Somewhat Greatly Not Don't

decrease decrease change increase increase applicable know

Property tax rates

Charges for fees, licenses, etc.
Reliance on general fund balance
Amount of services provided
Public safety spending
Infrastructure spending

Human services spending
Economic development spending
Amount of debt

Employee pay rates

Ooooooooood
Ooooooooood
oooOooOooood
Ooooooooood
Ooooooooood
Ooooooooood
Ooooooooood

Q6. Thinking about your jurisdiction’s fiscal needs, overall, do you consider your jurisdiction’s unreserved/unassigned general fund balance to
be too high, about right, or too low?

Too high About right Too low Don’t know

([ ([ ([ ([




Q7. Now, thinking about the overall fiscal stress in your jurisdiction today and what you expect it to be down the road — including any future
financial obligations it may have — on a scale from 1 to 10, where 1 is the best: perfect fiscal health and 10 is the worst: fiscal crisis, how
would you rate your jurisdiction’s overall fiscal stress...

The best:
Perfect The worst:
fiscal Fiscal Don’t
health crisis know
... today? 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 O
... as you expect it to be 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 0

five years from now?

Next, we’d like to ask you just a few of questions about the state of infrastructure within your jurisdiction.

Q8. In your opinion, how would you rate the overall current condition of the following types of infrastructure in your jurisdiction? (if a particular
type of infrastructure is not present in your jurisdiction, please select “not applicable”)

Not
Excellent Good Fair Poor applicable Don't know

State trunk lines and county primary roads in your

jurisdiction - - O O O O
Local roads in your jurisdiction O O O O O O
Bridges O O O O O O
Drinking water infrastructure (such as treatment

plant, distribution pipes, etc.) - - - - - -
Sanitary sewer infrastructure O O O O | |
Stormwater infrastructure O O O O O O
Parks and recreational facilities / infrastructure O O | | Ol Ol
Broadband infrastructure O O O O O O

Q9. (please exclude “not applicable” items selected above in Q8) Regardless of the current condition of the infrastructure in your jurisdiction, how
high of a priority would you say each of the following is for your local government?

The top priority Among the Not a
for the jurisdiction’s Not a high priority Don't

jurisdiction highest priorities priority at all know
State trunk lines and county primary roads in
your jurisdiction P / - - O O O
Local roads in your jurisdiction O O O O O
Bridges O O O O O
Drinking water infrastructure (such as
treatme?\t plant, distribution p(ipes, etc.) [ - - - -
Sanitary sewer infrastructure O O O | |
Stormwater infrastructure O O O O O
Parks and recreational facilities / infrastructure O O O | |
Broadband infrastructure O O O O O

Q10. (please exclude “not applicable” items selected above in Q8) Did your jurisdiction support any of the following types of infrastructure projects
with American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds, Bipartisan Infrastructure Act (IlJA) funds, or other short-term state or federal grant
funding ? (check all that apply)

Roads in your jurisdiction

Bridges

Drinking water infrastructure (such as treatment plant, distribution pipes, etc.)
Sanitary sewer infrastructure

Stormwater infrastructure

Parks and recreational facilities / infrastructure

Broadband infrastructure

None of the above
Don’t know

00 0000000

Q11. (please exclude “not applicable” items selected above in Q8) In your opinion, to what extent does your community currently need
new or additional investment in specific infrastructure assets in your jurisdiction?

Significant investment Some investment Little or no investment Don't know

Roads in your jurisdiction O O | O
Bridges O O | O
Drinking water infrastructure (such as

treatment plant, distribution pipes, etc.) - - - -
Sanitary sewer infrastructure O O O O
Stormwater infrastructure O O | O
Parks and recreational facilities /

infrastructure - - - -
Broadband infrastructure O O ] O]
Other (please specify) O O O O




Q12. (if selected “some” or “significant” investment needs in Q11) If you have continuing funding needs for new investment, what financing
mechanisms is your jurisdiction pursuing or would it pursue in the near future?

Currently Likely to Unlikely to Would not Don't

pursuing pursue pursue pursue know
Using the jurisdiction’s accumulated fund balance O O O | |
New or increased user fees O O O O O
New millage(s) O O O | |
General obligation bonds O O O O O
Revenue bonds O O O O |
State revolving fund programs O O O O O
State and federal grants O O O O O
Other (please specify) O O O O O

Q13. Now we want to ask about one particular tax, the Personal Property Tax (PPT). Does your jurisdiction currently receive any revenue from
the Personal Property Tax (PPT)?

[ Yes 1 No [ Don’t know
Q14. (if selected “yes” in Q13) Personal Property Tax (PPT) reform is under current discussion in Lansing, and we want to get your

perspective about the impact of PPT on your jurisdiction’s finances. To what extent do you agree or disagree that Personal
Property Tax (PPT) currently is an important source of revenue for your jurisdiction?

Strongly Somewhat Neither agree nor Somewhat Strongly Don’t
agree agree disagree disagree disagree know
O O O O O O

PLEASE NOTE: CITY AND TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS, PLEASE CONTINUE WITH QUESTION 15
COUNTY AND VILLAGE OFFICIALS, PLEASE NOW SKIP AHEAD TO Q22

Next, we have just a few questions about issues related to election administration.

The MPPS has asked these questions about challenges and successes with election administration several times before elections, to clear up
misperceptions and inform state-level policymakers about the view from the frontlines of election administration. We understand this might be a
sensitive topic. However, please remember we do not release any MPPS data that identify respondents or jurisdictions individually.

Q15. Thinking ahead to the November 2026 general election, to what extent, if any, do you expect the following will or will not be problems with
election administration in your jurisdiction?
Not a problem Not much ofa Somewhat of a A significant Don’t

at all problem problem problem know

Cost of election administration on your jurisdiction’s budget O O O O O
Long wait times for any voters O O O O O
Inaccurate voter registration lists O O O | |
Election equipment failures / malfunctions O O O O O
;ﬁgz:zdo:‘myi/t%u;:l;t;iﬂlec;;on s voting equipment (i.e., being 0 0 1 1 m
absentes ballots, voter information-eto) - O O O ! !
Election administration processes after polls close (e.g.,

counting absentee ballots, precinct reconciliation, certifying O O O O O
the final tally, etc.)

Recruiting enough poll workers and other election staff O O O O O
Poll worker errors in following election procedures O O O O O
Citiens abou voting procedures or other election issues N O O O !
Disturbances at polling places (e.g., inappropriate 0 1 1 m m

campaigning, voter intimidation, etc.)

Q16. In recent years, Michigan voters have approved Constitutional Amendments enacting various voting reforms. To the best of your
knowledge, have the specific reforms listed below had a positive or negative impact on your jurisdiction’s administration of elections?

No impact Very Mostly Mostly Very Don’t
so far positive positive negative negative know

Voter registration up to 15 days before an election via mail-
in, online, and at a Secretary of State’s office 0 0 O O O O
In-person, same-day voter registration up to and including
election day at your local clerk’s office [ 0 O 0 O 0
No-excuse absentee voting O O O O O O
A nine-day window for early in-person voting O O O O O O
Access to at least one state-funded ballot drop box per O O 0 0O 0 0O

municipality, or one for every 15,000 registered voters




Q17. (if selected “mostly” or “very” negative in Q16) Please describe the most significant negative impacts that your jurisdiction’s election
administration has experienced from these recent election changes.

Q18. For the 2024 election, did your county government manage and host the nine days of early on-site voting for your jurisdiction, did your
jurisdiction partner with another local unit (county or municipality) to provide it, or did your jurisdiction independently provide the nine
days of early voting?

Our County managed early on-site voting.
We managed early on-site voting in partnership with other local unit(s).
We managed our own early on-site voting.

O O0oa

Don’t know

Q19. Overall, to what extent would you say you are confident in...

Very Somewhat Not very Not confident Don’t
confident confident confident at all know
.. the ability of your jurisdiction to administer an accurate
election? O O O O O
.. the ability of other jurisdictions in Michigan to 0 0 0 0 O

administer an accurate election?

Q20. How confident would you say the majority of your residents are in the accuracy of your elections?

Very Somewhat Not very Not confident Don’t
confident confident confident at all know
O O O O O

Q21. Is there anything else that you want to tell us about elections in your jurisdiction?

PLEASE NOTE: ALL RESPONDENTS SHOULD CONTINUE WITH QUESTION 22

The next set of questions looks beyond election administration and asks about the way candidates for elected office here in Michigan currently
approach political campaigns, plus how you think they should be approached. We all agree that candidates should follow election law. However,
they have a great deal of discretion, and there is grey area about what is appropriate or not.

Q22. On a scale from 1-7, which statement do you think comes closer, in general, to the way that state-level candidates in Michigan (such as
candidates for governor, U.S. Congress, state house or senate seats) conduct themselves in elections?

Candidates always

Elections are follow unwritten
no-holds-barred rules of fair play.
contests. Candidates They will not take
do everything in their certain actions
power to win an even if it would help
election by any them win an Don’t
means necessary. election. know
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 O

Q23. Now considering your personal view, using the scale above, which statement comes closer to the way state-level candidates in Michigan
should conduct themselves in elections?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 O




Q24. On a scale from 1-7, which statement do you think comes closer, in general, to the way that local candidates in your community (e.g.,
county commission, local board/council, school board) conduct themselves in elections?

Candidates always

Elections are follow unwritten
no-holds-barred rules of fair play.
contests. Candidates They will not take
do everything in their certain actions
power to win an even if it would help
election by any them win an Don’t
means necessary. election. know
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 O

Q25. Now considering your personal view, using the scale above, which statement comes closer to the way that local candidates in your
community should conduct themselves in elections?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 O

Q26. Briefly, please tell us more about your thoughts regarding how local candidates should conduct themselves in elections.

As Artificial Intelligence (Al) use increases across the state and nation, the demand is resulting in a push to open more large-scale data centers
across the state of Michigan. These are large facilities (sometimes called “hyperscale” centers) of more than 10,000 square feet and contain
interlinked computer systems that store, process, and distribute significant amounts of digital data.

Q27. How much have you seen, read, or heard about the development of large-scale data centers in Michigan?
[0 A greatdeal
[0 Some

[0 Very little or none
[0 Don’t know

Q28. As far as you know, what kinds of impacts do you think large-scale data centers will have on the following?

Very Somewhat Somewhat  Very
No negative negative positive  positive Don’t

impact impact impact Mixed impact impact know
On local property tax revenues in communities where
data centers are built - - - . . . .
On overall demand for public services (e.g., fire, EMS,
infrastructure) in communities where data centers are O O O O O O O
built
On utility bills for electricity rate payers in
communities where data centers are built - - - - - - -
On overall quality of life in communities where data
centers are built - - - - - - -
On temporary construction jobs for local workers O | O O O O O
On long-term jobs for local workers O O O O O O O
On reliability of the electric grid O O O O | | |
On public health (e.g., air pollution, noise pollution) O O O O O O O
On Michigan’s fresh water supply O O O O O O O
On Michigan’s competitiveness for economic growth O O O O O O O
On America’s global competitiveness in Al O O O O O O O

Q29. Do you agree or disagree that, overall, the various benefits of large-scale data centers are worth the costs?

Strongly Somewhat Neither agree nor Somewhat Strongly Don’t
agree agree disagree disagree disagree know
O O O O O O

Q30. To what extent would the following members of your jurisdiction support or oppose new development of a large-scale data center in or
near your community?

Neither
Strongly Somewhat support nor Somewhat Strongly Don’t
support support oppose oppose oppose know
The majority of your residents O O O O | |
The majority of your Board/Council O O O I:I I:I I:I

You in your role as a local official O O O O O O




Q31. Thinking in general about policies regarding large-scale data center development and operation, in your opinion, how high a priority
should strict regulation of data center development be for Michigan’s state and local governments?

A very high Somewhat Not much Not a Don’t
priority of a priority of a priority priority at all know
O O O O O

Q32. Now thinking specifically about statewide policies on large-scale data centers, to what extent do you support or oppose the state
government in Lansing implementing...?
Strongly Somewhat Neither support Somewhat Strongly Don’t

support support nor oppose oppose  oppose know
... regulation of environmental impacts from data
centers by the state? - - - - - -
... regulation of human health impacts from data centers
by the state? - - - O O O
... planning and zoning decisions set by the state? O O O O | |
...special electricity / utility rates for data centers set by
the state? - - - O O O
... standards for water use and wastewater discharge
set by the state? - - - - - -
... energy efficiency requirements set by the state? O O O O O O
... requirements for companies to make plans for
closing out / decommissioning data centers (i.e., to O O 0 0 0 0

avoid future potential “dark stores” problems) set by
the state?

Q33. Does a large-scale data center currently exist in your community or has your jurisdiction been approached regarding the potential siting
of a large-scale data center in your jurisdiction? (check all that apply)

[0 We already have a large-scale data center in our jurisdiction

[0 We have been approached regarding the potential siting of a large-scale data center in our jurisdiction
[0 No, neither

[0 No, we do not have the available land in our jurisdiction for such a facility

[0 Don’t know

Q34. (please skip if selected “no available land” in Q33) Does your jurisdiction have a formal ordinance, including zoning ordinances,
addressing the development of large-scale data centers, or are you in the process of developing one? (check all that apply)

Our jurisdiction doesn’t plan or zone

Our jurisdiction currently has one or more ordinances regarding large-scale data centers
We are developing one or more ordinances regarding large-scale data centers

We do not have any, but plan to develop one

We do not have any, and do not have plans to develop one

Don’t know

OOO0O0o0O

Q35. (please skip if your jurisdiction does not plan or zone) Some Michigan jurisdictions are passing moratoriums on the development of
local large-scale data centers. What about your jurisdiction?

[0 We currently have a moratorium on large-scale data center development in the jurisdiction
[ We are considering a moratorium

[0 We are not considering any moratorium at this time

[0 Don’t know

Q36. Regardless of whether you anticipate facing data center siting questions in your jurisdiction, what types of help or resources, if any, do
you think would be useful for developing or implementing local policies regarding large-scale data centers?

Not useful Notvery Somewhat Very Don’t
at all useful useful useful know

Clarification of state standards and local options for policymaking ] ] | | |
Coordination between County and local units (e.g., infrastructure planning) I:l |:| |:| |:| O
Models from other communities (e.g., local ordinances and/or Master Plan
language) - - - - .
Guidance on negotiating with data center developers (e.g., on Community 0 0 0 0 0
Benefits Agreements, decommissioning and reuse options, etc.)
Strategies for resident engagement O O O O O

Q37. Is there anything else that you want to tell us about current and future data center policy in the state?




In this last section, we have a few questions regarding the state of affairs in your jurisdiction, in Michigan, and in the country overall.

Q38. Do you feel things in this country are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten off on the wrong track?
[ Right direction [0 Wrong track [0 Don’t know
Q39. Do you feel things in the state of Michigan are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten off on the wrong track?
[ Right direction [0 Wrong track [0 Don’t know
Q40. Do you feel things in your jurisdiction are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten off on the wrong track?
[ Right direction [0 Wrong track [0 Don’t know
Q41. How would you rate the way Gretchen Whitmer is performing her job as Michigan’s governor?
[ Excellent [ Good O Fair [ Poor [ Don’t know
Q42. How would you rate the way the Michigan Legislature is performing its job?
[ Excellent [1 Good [ Fair [1 Poor [ pon’t know
Q43. How would you rate the way your jurisdiction’s governing board (e.g., county or township board, city or village council) is performing its job?
[ Excellent [1 Good [ Fair [1 Poor [ pon’t know
Q44. For the past several years, we’ve been tracking local officials’ views on the state of our democracy. We’re asking more broadly about your
opinion of the state of our democracy as a system of government. Think about things like free and fair elections, rule of law, an unbiased
free press, balanced relationships between levels and branches of government, ethical and transparent governance, an informed and
engaged electorate, etc.
On a scale from 1 to 10, where 1 is a total breakdown of democracy and 10 is perfectly functioning democracy, how would you rate the
functioning of democracy today in...
Total Perfectly
breakdown of functioning Don’t
democracy democracy know
.. your jurisdiction? 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 O
.. the state of Michigan? 1 9 10 O
.. the United States? 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Ol
Q45. Finally, we are interested in learning more about policy issues according to whether communities are rural, urban, or somewhere in between.
How would you characterize your jurisdiction?
1 Rural [ Mostly rural [ Mostly urban [ Urban [ pon’t know
Q46. CLOSUP will protect your privacy and anonymity to the full extent provided by law. We need to confirm your personal information such as

name and email address for tracking and administrative purposes only. Your personal information will not be shared with any outside
sources. As with all of the questions in this survey, these are optional. Please provide us with...

Your name Your email address

We would like to ask some demographic questions. As with all of the questions in this survey, these are optional. Responses will be reported in
aggregate form only so that your individual responses will remain confidential.

Q47.

Q4s.

Q49.

Q50.

Q51.

Are you...? Q52. What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed?
[J Male [] Female [] Self-describe [J 12t grade or less/no diploma [ ] Bachelor’s degree

[] High school graduate or GED [] Master’s degree

[] Some college, no degree [] Professional/Doctorate degree
In what year were you born? [] Associate’s degree
How many years have you served in your current position? Q53. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a... ?

[J Republican [] Independent [] Democrat

[] Something else (please specify)

Are you of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino descent?

[] Yes ] No Q54. (if Republican or Democrat) Would you consider yourself a
strong or not very strong Republican/Democrat?
Please check one or more categories below to indicate [] Verystrong [] Notverystrong [] Don’t know
what race(s) you consider yourself to be. (check all that apply)
[] White [] Asian ) ) .
[] Black or African American [] Multiracial Q55. (if Independent or something else) Would you consider yourself
] American Indian or Alaskan Native ] Other closer to... ?
[] Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander [] Don'’t know [] the Democratic Party  [] the Republican Party [ ] Neither

Have more to say? Please email us with feedback about the MPPS, the topics we choose, the way we ask questions, or anything else
that would help us improve: closup-mpps@umich.edu







