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State Background 
The Utility Landscape and Structure in North Carolina 

The Southeastern state of North Carolina has a diverse landscape that can be separated into 
three parts, the Blue Ridge Mountains to the West, the Piedmont Plateau in the center where 
most of the state's population resides, and the Coastal Plain to the East. With a large population 
of around 10,550,000 residents, it is one of the largest consumers of energy in the country, with 
four times as much power being sourced from out of state than in state. 

As shown in Figure 1, most of the state 
gets its energy from one of three IOUs 
[investor-operated utilities]: 1 Dominion 
North Carolina Power [DNCP]. 2 Duke 
Energy Carolinas [DEC]. 3 and Duke 
Energy Progress [DEP]. The latter, 
formerly known as Progress Energy, 
became a subsidiary of DEC in 2012, 
though the state of North Carolina still 
recognizes DEP as its own separate 
IOU. DEC and DEP serve 3.3 million 
North Carolinians and DNCP serves over 
120,000 North Carolinians. All of the IOUs 
have set a goal to have net zero carbon 
emissions by 2050. Duke Energy plans 
to shutter all coal operations by 2035, 
despite currently owning and operating 
several of the largest coal plants in 
America. 

Figure 1: Map of North Carolina Energy Providers 4 
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In addition to the IOUs, there are 76 Municipal and University-owned electric distribution 
systems [munisl. serving approximately 599,000 customers in North Carolina. NCEMPA 
[Eastern N.C.] and NCMPA1 [Western N.C.] which are the two separate organizations that 
govern over the mun is [East and West]. have their power supply managed by ElectriCities, 5 a 
non-profit which collectively organizes public power communities. NCEMPA partnered with 
Duke Energy in 2015 and sold its energy production assets, lowering wholesale costs. Another 
major alternative to IOUS is energy cooperatives which provide service to 2.5 million North 
Carolina residents across 93 of the 100 counties in the state. There are 26 co-ops in the state, 
and all are members of the North Carolina Energy Cooperatives [NCEC]6 which groups the 
members· financial resources to buy stakes in power production sites. 54% of NCEC power 
comes from emissions-free nuclear power, sourced from the Catawba Nuclear Station in South 
Carolina in which NCEC owns a majority share. NCEC also owns and operates two natural gas 
peak-generating plants and two peaking generators, all in North Carolina, along with having a 
minority share of a combined-cycle natural gas plant in South Carolina. 
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