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•  What is the MPPS? 

•  What topics have we covered? 

•  Using MPPS data:   
o  No statistics required 
o  Simplified datasets 
o  Advanced analysis 
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•  Mission:  facilitate student learning and 
engagement with critical local, state, and 
urban policy issues  

•  Student policy analysts 

•  UM Provost Grant 
•  Develop resources for classroom use 
•  Develop new UM courses  
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What is it? 
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Michigan ranks 7th in the number  
of general purpose local    
governments (1,856): 

!  83 counties 
!  256 villages 
!  277 cities 
!  1,240 townships. 



•  Census survey – all counties, cities, villages, and 
townships 

•  Respondents – chief elected and appointed officials 

•  Administered – online and via hardcopy 

•  Timing –  Spring and Fall each year 

•  Topics – wide range, such as fiscal health, budget 
priorities, economic development, intergovernmental 
cooperation, employee policies, labor unions, state 
relations, roads, environmental sustainability, citizen 
engagement, much more. 
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•  70+% response rates 

•  Expert advisors on questionnaire content 

•  Borrow from other proven sources such as NLC 
and ICMA 

•  Transparency 
-- Questionnaires online 
-- Pre-run data tables online 
-- Sharing of (anonymized) datasets with other researchers 
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Using the MPPS website 
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mpps.umich.edu 

•  Search question text 
•  Browse topics list 

o  Look though questionnaire 
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Three ways 
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•  Pre-run data tables 
o  Overall frequencies 
o  Breakdowns by jurisdiction type, population size, region of the state 

•  MPPS reports 
o  Graphics 
o  Additional advanced cross-tabs  
o  Commentary 
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Public Use Datasets 

17 



•  Public Use Datasets 
o  Subset of a survey, by topic 

•  2-3 “demographic” variables 
o  Open access on openICPSR 
o  Multiple formats:  SPSS, STATA, CSV 

•  Accessed via: 
o  Download datasets page  
o  openICPSR’s MPPS landing page 
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Accessing the restricted datasets 
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•  Restricted-use datasets 
o  All responses for a wave (less jurisdiction, respondent identifiers) 
o  IDs allow for longitudinal analysis by unit 
o  Possibility to merge other data using FIPS 
o  Must apply to ICPSR 
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Types of assignments where you can use MPPS data: 

Stand-alone 
Semester-long research project 

22 



Overview of an example semester-long research project: 

1)  Students choose a topic related to local government policy in 

Michigan that has been covered on the Michigan Public Policy 

Survey.  

2)  They research and describe the scope and recent history of this 

topic both in Michigan and in other (example) states.  

3)  They present survey data illustrating particular findings about the 

policy (problems, size or regional differences, cost, barriers to 

compromise, etc.). 

4) Finally, they propose one or more potential policy solutions/

approaches that address particular policy challenges presented by 

the topic.   
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Executing an example semester-long research project: 

•  Instructor: Weekly or every-other-week 5-10 
minute “modules” to introduce and explain how to 
use primary survey data 

•  Students: series of assignments that build up to 
research paper based on MPPS topic 
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Instructor modules: 

•  Week 1: introduction to the MPPS and an overview of how students will be 
expected to use it in their final research project 

•  Week 2: a review of topic areas on previous MPPS surveys (have students 
browse MPPS topics list)  

•  Week 3: an overview of survey research design (have students read article on 
questionnaire construction and design choices) 

•  Week 4: in-class tutorial on how to download MPPS data from the web  

•  Week 5: how to read a codebook (have students bring in codebook from the 
dataset they’ve chosen to use) 

•  Week 6: an overview of data “weights” and why/when to use them 

•  Week 7: in-class tutorial on basic data analysis tools: Excel, Stata, and SPSS (how 
to create a crosstab) 

•  Week 8: the anatomy of an MPPS dataset in Excel, Stata, and SPSS  

•  Week 9: sources of other survey data and how to evaluate them  

•  Week 10: an overview of presenting survey data analysis in text 

•  Week 11: an overview of presenting survey data analysis in charts 
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Student Assignments: 

•  Week 4: newspaper/blog op-ed/short writing assignment (to give 

students a chance to “dabble” in their chosen topic and change 

course, if necessary) 

•  Week 6: one-page research project proposal (including which 

data they will use) 

•  Week 9: preliminary crosstabs of data analysis 

•  Week 11: rough draft for workshopping 

•  Week 13/14: final paper due 
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Examples from past student research: 
http://closup.umich.edu/student-working-papers/ 
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